THEME: - “RISEN TO A NEW LIFE”
Introduction: 
Our most esteemed viewers, I welcome you to this privileged moment of faith. My name is Rev. Fr. Simon Jude Kanyike I am a Catholic Priest of the Archdiocese of Kampala and am currently working with the Uganda Episcopal Conference serving as National Chaplain to Youths in Uganda. During this short and exciting moment, I invite you to reflect with me on the gift of eternity; A gift long given to our lives but seldomly cherished. Have you ever reflected on the last article of our Christian creed-…I believe in the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. (Apostles’ creed- life everlasting) Amen.
The Paschal solemnity of the resurrection of Jesus from death to a new life; the celebration of  Easter,  provides a profound basis for our faith;  the belief that we too shall rise like Jesus Christ to a new life ( a life to eternal salvation or eternal damnation!). Christ’s triumph is our triumph. As such, Easter is celebrated as the solemnity of all solemnities lasting fifty days from the Vigil mass of the resurrection to the celebration of Pentecost.
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Dear brothers and sisters in the Lord,
To guide our thoughts and reflection I have chosen the theme: “Risen to a New Life”.

If I may engage you a little, I would like to ask you a question:- are you satisfied with your life, or do you wish in some sense it could be better? I bet we all desire a much better form of life. It is the reason we rise up everyday to work, the students go to school, our armies remain vigilant at security. It is the very reason for the Church’s existence-i.e to evangelize to all so that all may attain a higher form of life, here on earth and much more after we are parted from this earth’s surface. As such, death becomes a mere gateway or passage to the eternity we all look forth to.

 All the four gospels in the Holy Bible attest to the event of Jesus’ resurrection and the encounters with the Risen Lord are quite interesting. The post resurrection Jesus changed his form but remained the same in substance. His form changed hence Mary Magdalene and the two disciples to Emmaus could not immediately recognise him! His new form defies all laws of physics. He could walk on water comfortably. He appeared to his timid friends without breaking walls or opening locked doors. To prove he is not a mere ghost he shares meals with them and allows Thomas lost in his doubt to touch his wounded palms and side.!  On the other hand, he remained  the same substantially and that is why they recognized him at the breaking of bread, a profound symbol he had earlier done before his death. He continued to instill hope and faith to those he chose to show himself.

Our desire to live beyond the confines of physics, is often reflected in the cinema stories of the Superman. Deep within us, we all want to identity with a super hero. Today we celebrate the life of our greatest hero who desires to share his very nature and life with us- by his wounds, we have been healed (Is.53:4-5).
Considering the limitations of our world, we all experience the desire to change our ways of life now and again. This change takes various forms. It may be material, spiritual or moral. Whatever its dimension, such a change calls for a voluntary summon of our inner most selves to switch onto a new course of mindset. [Today this is often reflected in business, political and military strategies shared and changed regularly and often communicated in a retreat].  Change is natural and inevitable. When we interiorly desire a change but fail to realize it, it often leads to boredom stress and depression.
A few weeks ago, the city was treated to various drama resulting from tensions between the Taxi Drivers and KCCA, The Mayor and the Director of KCCA, Electoral Commission 

Generally put, both Christians and non Christians agree that we owe our life to God, from whom we come and to whom we go. The motto of our nation, Uganda, ‘For God and My Country’, suggests to any one who reads it the faith foundation upon which Uganda as a nation was built. We are a believing nation. Indeed, long before the independence of Uganda, more than 22 young people suffered martyrdom for their new found faith in Christ. Their blood provided a rich seed bed for the growth of the Christian Faith in Uganda. Their example continues to challenge us in our own times as just as Jesus’ passion, death and eventual resurrection.

The story of Jesus  has within it both a tragedy and comedy. Taken as a tragedy, we realize how innocent he was and yet he was condemned to suffer and die. As a comedy, he rises above the expectations of his executioners and comes back to a life where he cannot be bound by our human means. He lives on in you and me and all people who seek to do good as willed by God.
In our own society, we still realize how much alive the Jesus story remains alive. My brothers and sisters, I am certain many of you are not foreign to the plight of poverty which in some cases has stripped our own country men and women of their dignity! People live as destitutes amid a society with plenty. The clear stories in our media highlighting political subbotage and social injustice remain rampart. We have been treated to flaws in our judicial system. Our religious houses remain largely locked away from the reality of society’s needs.
If Christ were to come and re-asses our mission, how would we fare? 
Christ’s resurrection is a powerful symbol of his redeeming and liberating mission to all peoples of the world. Our pious and religious acts e.g, the administration of ashes, organized charity during lent, Palm Sunday processions and the public way of the cross continue to attract many to participate. But how much good and righteousness do we retain after. Since lent schools us into the practice of good works of charity, abstinence and prayer, we should be careful not to fall back into the old habits in the name of celebrating Easter. The Christian majority of the population is here encouraged to rise to a new life. To rise beyond our old selves and take on a new form as exemplified by Christ.
We can only rise to a new life if we realize that we are the very agents of the Change we want to achieve, a change that starts deep within us so that it can effectively touch and change our communities.

Hence we must develop eyes that realize the needs of our next door neighbor, empathy to visit the sick, hands to feed the hungry, charity to cloth the naked, compassion to shelter  the homeless. Our little acts done in our initiative will eventually enlighten the entire country and rebuild our society in to a new generation strong enough to fight the current and tide of global secularism. Together we shall rise to maintain our most cherished values and strive to heal the wounded members of our society. 
It starts with you as a student in school, as a taxi driver or boda-boda rider, as a parent at home, as a doctor as a social worker, as a minister or member of parliament  as a religious leader …we all must die to our old corrupt ways and rise to rebuild a new national conscience to reconstruct the Uganda we wish to have. 
For fifty days, an Easter Candle will remain lit in every Church, let it remind us of our mission to be a light to our communities and world at large. Light your own candle in  your heart every day and share the light for all to see.
I thank you for your kind attention and I pray that our most generous Lord through immeasurable means will continue to bless you with the courage to keep his message alive, a message that invites us to rise to a new life.

May the risen Lord be your consoling companion in all your tribulations.
May the Easter wave bring joy to every heart, realizing how privileged we are to have Jesus as our Lord and Savior alive and present in every situation we open up to him.
And may he now bless you, The Father , The son and the Holy Spirit.
